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 The Pi Wire

FreeBSD on the Pi  
The RaspBSD project has announced RaspBSD, a new Raspberry Pi distribution based on 
FreeBSD, a free version of Berkeley Software Distribution (BSD) Unix that is older than Linux 
and considered by many users to be more stable and secure. Regardless of your preference, 
the new project will give you a means for testing and experimenting with FreeBSD 11 using 
the conventional boot-from-
the-SD-card Raspberry Pi in-
stallation techniques.

So far, RaspBSD images exist 
for the Raspberry Pi Model B 
and B+ systems. The project re-
ports that images for Banana Pi 
and BeagleBone Black are in 
the works.

The nature of open source 
systems makes it easy for a seasoned developer with sufficient time and resources to port 
an operating system to new hardware. Developers have run BSD on Raspberry Pi systems 
in the past – the real news is that RaspBSD offers a sustained development effort to main-
tain an ongoing branch of the FreeBSD kernel for Pi-like systems and to integrate the nec-
essary tools and documentation to make the system easy to install and use.

retrogaming with retroPie 3.0  
The RetroPie retro-gaming project has announced the release of RetroPie 3.0. RetroPie of-
fers a collection of emulators for computers and game consoles from the 1970s, 80s, and 
90s, including Atari 2600, Sega Mega Drive (Sega Genesis), and Sony Playstation. The 
RetroPie collection, which is popular with the retro gaming community, lets the user con-
figure the Rasp Pi as an old-fashioned gaming console. The compact nature of the Pi has 

led to many interesting projects, in which 
the Pi board is retrofitted into a Game Boy or 
game console housing.

New features in the latest version include 
automatic controller configuration for the 
RetroArch multisystem emulator, a new sys-
tem for “per-ROM emulator switching” and 
emulator configuration, new configuration 
tools accessible from within the Emulation 
Station tool, and basic joypad control within 
the RetroPie setup menus. The system now 
offers support for more than 20 emulators. 
The latest release also includes lots of 
smaller improvements and bug fixes based 
on feedback from the Version 2.6 release.
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announcing the KoDi 15.1 meDia center  
A new version of the Kodi multimedia center (formerly known as XBMC) is now available. 
Kodi is an application designed to let you convert your computer into a home entertainment 
hub, with support for audio and 
video streaming and playback. 
Kodi 15.1 “Isengard” is primarily 
a maintenance release focused 
on fixing bugs and usability is-
sues with Kodi 15.0. Version 
15.0, however, was a major re-
lease that introduced several big 
changes, so you can think of 
15.1 as an additional step of 
testing, troubleshooting, and 
final changes for the process 
that began with the 15.0 devel-
opment effort.

As you might expect, the two leading Raspberry Pi distri-
butions built around the Kodi media center are already 
working on new versions that incorporate the Kodi 15.1 re-
lease. OSMC has announced that its August update in-
cludes Kodi 15.1 support. OpenELEC 6.0, which includes 
Kodi 15.1, is currently at the Beta 4 stage, so a new release 
might be available by the time you read this.

tea, earl gray  
One of the more interesting crowd-funding projects in the news this month is the Mycroft 
home artificial intelligence platform, which is built around the Raspberry Pi 2. As of this 
writing, Mycroft had achieved 75% of its funding goal, with $99,000 sought and $74,705 
pledged.

Mycroft, a small console that looks like a nightstand-style radio, can process voice com-
mands and is wired for home automation services, such as locking doors, starting the cof-
fee in the morning, and playing music by request. In the video at the Kickstarter site, the 
user talks to Mycroft like Captain Picard talks to the ship’s computer, telling the system to 
do things while she wakes up and walks around the house getting ready for work. Cre-

ators of other voice-ac-
tivated systems have 
overstated their capa-
bilities in the past, but 
most AI fans believe 
this kind of interactive 
home-automation tech-
nology will one day be 
commonplace.

Although several ven-
dors are currently work-
ing on similar all-pur-
pose, voice-activated 
automation products, 
one interesting feature 
of Mycroft is that it is a 
free hardware and free 
software solution de-
signed to unleash the 

powers of community development. If Mycroft succeeds in achieving its funding goal, its 
success will depend on whether the company can enlist enough developers to build the 
modules necessary for interfacing with the burgeoning market of smart devices.
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