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New weather StatioN Project for SchoolS  
The Raspberry Pi Foundation and IT titan Oracle are collaborating on a new project de-
signed to help schools encourage students to learn to program. The Oracle Academy Rasp-
berry Pi Weather Station project will provide 1000 Raspberry Pi weather station kits for 
schools around the world.

The program is intended for students in the 11-16 age group. In addition to assembling the 
kit, the students will write their own code for tracking weather conditions. Online technical 
support will be available through the project website.

According to Eben Upton, “This ambitious project adds another string to the Raspberry Pi 
bow, using the Raspberry Pi to introduce children to the art of data management and SQL. 
The kits themselves are really exciting, containing everything you would expect from a fully-
functioning weather station. We’re confident that students will find the project a very engag-
ing way of learning new and useful skills, and that they’ll have a lot of fun in the process.”

Schools interested in participating should apply through the Weather Station project page 
at the Raspberry Pi Foundation website: https://  www.  raspberrypi.  org/  education/ 
 weather‑station/

Micro Bit BoardS  
The BBC is reportedly planning to give a very simple, single-board computer to every single 
12-year-old child in the UK. The program is part of the UK’s “Make it Digital” initiative, 
which intends to “inspire a new generation to get creative with coding, pro-
gramming and digital technology.”

The small computer has the code name Micro Bit, as a send up to the iconic 
early home computer known as the BBC Micro. (The developers are still looking 
for a final name for the system, which is in development.) The new system will 
be much simpler than a Raspberry Pi, but it will come with Bluetooth support to 
interact with wireless peripherals. A rack of 5X5 LED lights will offer immediate 
output for scrolling messages and patterns. The system will support Python, C++, 
and Microsoft’s TouchDevelop environment.

The free system is intended to get 12-year-olds interested in coding, with the hope 
that they will move on to the Raspberry Pi and other open hardware systems.

PicadeMy SucceSS  
The Raspberry Pi Foundation started the Picademy as a place for teachers to receive 
training in how to employ the Raspberry Pi as a teaching tool. The results for the first year are 
in, and the Foundation is declaring the Picademy a resounding success. According to a blog 
post from the Foundation’s Carrie Anne Philbin, 97.5% of Picademy graduates stated they are 
now “likely or very likely to use Raspberry Pi in their classrooms” and 98.8% said they are 
“likely or very likely to share their training with other teachers.”

According to Philbin, “We want to train thousands of educators – no – hundreds of thou-
sands of educators, and that’s not possible with our tiny education team, even though it is 
made up of a cracking bunch of superstars. Picademy is always oversubscribed.”

To address the overcrowding issue, Philbin announced a new program known as Picademy 
at Google, sponsored by Google’s Leeds office. Google will offer space and funding for pri-
mary, secondary, and post-secondary teachers to attend “Raspberry Pi-flavored computing 
and science training.”
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